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Performance Task Item: No Irish Need Apply (Immigration)
Grade Level: 8th Grade
Focus Areas: Informational Text; Primary and Secondary Sources; Social Studies/History
Essential Questions:
 Why did Irish immigrants come to America?
 How did the Irish Famine and the resulting flood of immigration impact the United
States?
 How did struggles experienced by Irish Immigrants lead them to create change?
Learning Targets:
 Students will use textual evidence to draw inferences and conclusions from the text.
 Students will use multiple texts to analyze a historical event and give an objective
summary.
 Students will cite textual evidence to support analysis of both primary and secondary
sources as well as determine central ideas and information of said sources.
 Students will analyze various mediums (video, print, multimedia and digital text) that
expressly discuss the issues associated with Irish immigrants.
 Students will evaluate the issues surrounding Irish immigration and struggles facing
immigrants.

STANDARDS
Content Standards:
 Cite the textual evidence that most strongly supports an analysis of what the text says
explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text.
 Determine a central idea of a text and analyze its development over the course of the
text, including its relationship to supporting ideas; provide an objective summary of
the text.
 Analyze how a text makes connections among and distinctions between individuals,
ideas, or events (e.g., through comparisons, analogies, or categories).
 Determine an author's point of view or purpose in a text and analyze how the author
acknowledges and responds to conflicting evidence or viewpoints.
 Evaluate the advantages and disadvantages of using different mediums (e.g., print or
digital text, video, multimedia) to present a particular topic or idea.
Supporting Standards: (History/Social Studies)
 Cite specific textual evidence to support analysis of primary and secondary sources.
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Determine the central ideas or information of a primary or secondary source; provide
an accurate summary of the source distinct from prior knowledge or opinions.
Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including
vocabulary specific to domains related to history/social studies.
Analyze the relationship between a primary and secondary source on the same topic.

Materials/Resources:
 “The Irish Immigrant Experience” https://newsela.com/articles/lib-irishimmigration/id/27905/ Lexile 1040
 “Primary Sources: The Irish Potato Famine, Victims of the Great Hunger”
https://newsela.com/articles/primary-source-irish-potato-famine/id/27865/ Lexile
1060
 “Irish Immigrants” excerpt by Michael Stahl www.readworks.org Lexile 1300
 “No Irish Need Apply” lyrics by John Poole, year 1878
 Video of “No Irish Need Apply” by Pete Seeger
www.youtube.com/watch?v=EvAL-a2Uqw
 Virtual tour of Ellis Island
http://teacher.scholastic.com/activities/immigration/tour/stop1.htm
 Primary Sources Graphic Organizer

Vocabulary:
 Assimilation
 Adaptation
 Immigrant
 Urban
 Fungus
 Plague
 Famine
 Immigrant
 Primary Source
 Secondary Source
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Part A:
Read “The Immigrant Experience” and answer questions 1 – 3?
1. Why did the Irish immigrants from the 1600s leave Ireland? (DOK 1)

2. What caused the Irish Immigration in 1845? Were there any similarities to the earlier
immigrants? (DOK 2)

3. Where did most of the immigrants settle and what are some of the reasons they
stayed in that area? What challenges did they face when they settled? What would be
some of the reasons immigrants might be drawn to urban areas both then and now?
What would be different in living in a rural area? (DOK 2/3)
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Read “Primary Sources: The Irish Potato Famine, Victims of the Great Hunger”
https://newsela.com/articles/primary-source-irish-potato-famine/id/27865/ and
answer questions 4 – 6.
4. What is a primary source? What makes this article a primary source? (DOK 1)

5. Read the Editor’s Note preceding the article. What information does it give you in
regards to the plight of the Irish? What was the role of England to Ireland during this
time? This article’s purpose was to alert England about the devastation of the Irish
perhaps as a cry for help. Why would an “eyewitness account” be important to
ensuring the purpose was met? (DOK 2)

6. Fill out the provided graphic organizer “Analyzing Primary Sources” using this article.
Think about the way the primary source has been written as opposed to a secondary
source. How does background knowledge affect perception? (DOK 2/3)
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Read the excerpt from “Irish Immigrants” and answer questions 7 – 8.
7. What is meant by the term “coffin ship” and what are some of the conditions that the
Irish immigrants had to endure on their journey to America? (DOK 1)

8. Public opinion was against the Irish and they experienced prejudice on many levels.
What are some of the ways that the Irish were discriminated against? According to the
text, what were the reasons that “they were easy to pick out of a crowd”? Which of
these reasons were difficult to hide or assimilate? (DOK 2)
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Part B:
Analyze the cartoon “No Irish Need Apply”, read the poem “No Irish Need Apply” and
watch the video of the song “No Irish Need Apply”. Take notes about the similarities
and differences between the three mediums to answer questions 9 – 11.
9. Research what a “paddy” is and how the Irish got that nickname. Was it offensive? Is
it used currently in America? (DOK 2)

10. According to the texts read and other mediums, what does “INNA” stand for and how
did it affect the Irish community? What are some ways and/or events that led the Irish
to overcome this discrimination? (DOK 2/3)
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11. Looking at all three mediums focusing on “No Irish Need Apply”, what impact and
influence does each have? Using the Venn diagram provided, list the similarities and
differences of the mediums. Be sure to include audience reached, impact, attributes,
etc. in your plan. After completing the Venn diagram, pick a medium that you feel had
the most impact and make a design of your own using that same medium (poetry,
music, or art) that reflects an aspect of the life of the Irish immigrants. (DOK 2/3)

Part C:
12. According to several of the articles, the Irish assimilated and became part of the fabric
of America while simultaneously keeping their pride and culture. The Irish went from
being reviled and shunned to holding quite a bit of both economic and political power
in the United States. Research and identify the causes that you believe led to the
success of the Irish in the United States. Discuss individual traits as well as their
influence as a group. Draw a conclusion based on your findings and write an
expository essay about the key components of the success of Irish immigrants in
America. (DOK 3/4)
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View the website on Ellis Island
(http://teacher.scholastic.com/activities/immigration/tour/stop1.htm) and make notes
about the steps that were taken towards immigration as well as the pictures and
documents. You will take this information into account along with the other
information you have learned from the other sources to answer questions 13 – 15.
13. There were many obstacles the Irish faced immigrating to America. Based on the
information you read, what do you think would be the most difficult for you personally
to overcome in the new world? How would you best combat those difficulties? Using
the information gleaned from the articles, write a newspaper article for the local
newspaper. It can include struggles, historical events and even advertisements.
Some research may be required. Use the provided “parts of a newspaper” article and
template as a guide. (DOK 3/4)
14. In today’s world, technology has increased people’s ability to stay in touch with each
other even across great distances. Conversely, Irish immigrants left knowing that it
would likely be the last time they ever saw some of their friends and family. Most
would not ever return to Ireland or be able talk to those they left behind ever again
and many faced certain death just from the hardships of the trip. Through the eyes of
an Irish immigrant in the mid-1800s, write a letter to your family back home. Be sure
to include: (DOK 3)
a.
b.
c.
d.
e.

Where you are living (location, conditions, etc.)
What you are doing (occupation, free time, etc.)
Details from your voyage (website should have some information)
What you miss from back home
Hopes for the future

15. America has been called a melting pot but now it is usually referred to as a salad bowl
or mosaic. Research what each of these terms mean looking through the lens of the
immigrants from the mid-1800s and immigrants now. The texts mention that some of
the success of the Irish immigrants was their ability to assimilate while keeping their
cultural identity. America is a land of many cultures but also has some things that are
uniquely “American”. After the terror attacks of 9/11, patriotism and American pride
were at an all-time high and many cultures came together against a common enemy.
Does some assimilation of culture create a cohesive country especially in regard to
laws and economics or is America stronger when we all keep our independent
cultures? Write an argumentative essay or whether cultural assimilation or
multiculturalism makes for a stronger America. (DOK 4)
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ARTICLES/RUBRICS/TEACHER MATERIALS
“Irish Immigrant Experience”

Irish immigrants arrive at Ellis Island, New York, early 20th century. Image courtesy of Library of
Congress

The Irish Immigrant Experience
In the colonial times of the early 1600s, the Irish population in America was second in number
only to the English. They were pushed out of Ireland by religious conflicts, lack of political
autonomy and poor economic conditions. These immigrants came to America because of the
promises of land ownership and greater religious freedom.
Irish-Catholic immigration to America
After the first wave of Irish immigrants in the 1600s, Ireland’s 1845 potato famine is often given
as the reason for the second round of Irishmen to move to America. A fungus had wiped out
potato crops in Ireland and led to massive starvation. Within five years, a million Irishmen were
dead.
Ireland’s population decreased dramatically throughout the 19th century. An estimated 4.5
million Irishmen arrived in America between 1820 and 1930. In the 1840s, Irish immigrants
made up nearly half of all those coming to the United States.
In time, the number of Irish-Americans exceeded the entire population of Ireland, with New
York City boasting more Irishmen than Dublin, Ireland.
Adaptation and assimilation
The Irish immigrants often had no money beyond the fare for their passage to America. So, they
settled in the first cities in which they arrived.
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Irish immigrants crowded into homes, living in tiny, cramped spaces. Cellars, attics and alleys
became home. A lack of sewage and running water made cleanliness next to impossible and
there were diseases of all kinds.
When the Irish families moved into neighborhoods, other families sometimes moved out. They
were prejudiced against the Irish. They thought that the Irish would bring disease, violence,
alcoholism and crime.
Joining the workforce
Irish immigrants often entered the workforce by taking low-status and dangerous jobs that
were avoided by other workers. Many Irish women became domestic workers. Many Irish men
labored in coal mines and built railroads and canals.
The Irish often suffered job discrimination. Meanwhile, some businesses took advantage of
Irish immigrants’ willingness to work at unskilled jobs for low pay. Over time, many Irish were
able to get higher-level jobs as policemen, firemen and teachers.
Second- and third-generation Irish were better educated, wealthier, and more successful than
were their parents and grandparents. The Kennedy family's story is one such example. The first
Kennedy who arrived in the United States in 1848 was a laborer. His grandson, Joseph P.
Kennedy, was able to go to college. He made the fortune that enabled his future generations
to achieve great political success, including future President John F. Kennedy.
Religious conflict and discrimination
Ill will toward Irish immigrants was often made worse by religious conflict. Centuries of tension
between Protestants and Catholics found their way into United States cities. Conflicts often
resulted in violence, the destruction of property and even death.
Anti-immigrant and anti-Catholic sentiments in the 1840s produced groups such as the
American Party, also called the "Know-Nothings," which fought foreign influences and
promoted "traditional American ideals." This mindset led to "Know-Nothing" candidate
Millard Fillmore becoming president in 1856.
Racial tensions
During much of the 19th century, Irishmen and blacks were pushed into competition with each
other. There are striking parallels in the culture and history of the two groups.
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Over time, they advanced in common fields such as sports, entertainment, religion, writing and
publishing, and politics. They even suffered through similar social problems, including
alcoholism, violence and broken homes.
Rather than being united by their common hard life, they were divided by the need to compete.
Irish identity, influence and opportunity
But, there was also a celebration of the Irish-American spirit. Their organizational ability
coupled with the large number of Irish living in U.S. cities, made the Irish a powerful political
force.
The Irish transformed politics in American cities by putting local power in the hands workingclass men. They built powerful political machines capable of getting the vote. From New York
to San Francisco, the Irish dominated big city politics.
Irish influence resulted in increased power for the Democratic Party as well as the Catholic
Church. William R. Grace became New York City’s first Irish-Catholic mayor in 1880. Four years
later, Hugh O’Brien won the same position in Boston. Political power made it possible for
Irishmen to get jobs, food and heating fuel.
Irish politicians continued to gain the national spotlight through jobs as judges and other
federal positions. These appointments served as first steps to the future success of IrishAmerican elected leaders such as Chicago Mayor Richard Daley and President John F. Kennedy.
Mutual influence
The Irish who entered the United States from the 16th to 20th centuries were changed by
America, just as they changed this nation. They achieved lives that would not have been
possible in Ireland, supporting their families and bringing a better life to their fellow Irish in the
United States and in Ireland.
Irish immigrants contributed to the American culture in many ways. They became political and
religious leaders. They achieved special success in journalism, entertainment and sports.
In time, the Irish completely assimilated in America, while maintaining their Irish heritage.
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“Primary Sources: The Irish Potato Famine, Victims of the Great Hunger”

Called "At the Gates of the Workhouse," this drawing was done in 1846. Workhouses were places
where poor people could go if they needed food. When the famine occurred in Ireland, and especially
by 1847, the workhouses were overcrowded and could not keep all the poor people who came looking
for help. From: Illustrated London News
Editor's Note: The Irish famine was the result of a terrible outbreak of a fungus in 1845. It destroyed the
potato crop across Europe. In Ireland, it led to widespread starvation, ruined businesses and the Irish
Diaspora, making the Irish people find new homes around the world. Ireland’s population of 8 million lost
over 1 million to starvation, and 2 million more moved away between 1845 and 1855. Most went to the
United States.
It is believed that Sir Walter Raleigh brought the potato to Ireland from the Americas around 1570. The
damp Irish climate made the potato easy to grow and produced a larger amount of food per acre. In the
period from 1780 to 1845, it helped double the Irish population from 4 million to 8 million. With more people
came an increased demand for land and food. Potatoes became the only crop that could produce the
larger amount of food that was needed. The English owned wheat fields around the country and hired Irish
farmers to grow and harvest the wheat that was exported to England. The Irish lived off potatoes on their
family lands. By the time of The Potato Famine, Ireland's population depended on the potato for 60
percent of its food.
In September 1845, the fungus was brought ashore from the cargo ships. It quickly spread to the potato
fields. As the potato crop was lost, small farmers suffered immediately. Starvation also led to an increase
in diseases. This natural disaster was made worse by the slow reaction of the English government. Ireland
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was part of the British Empire, but England didn't want to pay the high price needed to save the Irish
people. By 1848, the worst was over, but its effects lasted for many years. By 1911, Ireland's population fell
to 4 million.
In 1847, James Mahoney, an artist living in Cork, Ireland, was asked by the Illustrated London News to tour
the surrounding countryside. He was to report on what he saw. The articles and illustrations he made
alerted the English to the crisis. Here is Mahoney's account as he journeys to the town of Skibbereen and
nearby villages in the south of Ireland:

"Great Numbers of Starving Poor Surrounded Our Coach"
I started from Cork, by coach, for Skibbereen. Stopping for breakfast in Clonakilty, the horrors
of the poverty became visible to me. Great numbers of starving poor surrounded our coach
wagon begging for money. There was a woman carrying the body of her child who had died.
She asked for pennies to buy a coffin for her dear little baby. I learned that dozens like this
woman come into the town each day.
After leaving Clonakilty, each step that we took westward brought fresh evidence of this
misery. We either met a funeral or a coffin every hundred yards.
We next reached Skibbereen. We first proceeded to the Bridgetown section and there I saw the
dying, the living and the dead lying upon the same floor with only a few miserable rags upon
them. Not a single house out of 500 was free from death and fever. The dead lay close to the
living as long as six days.
"There Lay the Four Bodies, and A Fifth Was Soon To Die"
After leaving this house of death, we proceeded to High Street and there found one house
without door or window. There, one fine, tall country lad had entered some hours before to
escape the freezing cold but now lay dead on the bare floor surrounded by many others. What
was seen was truly heartbreaking. It so distressed Dr. Donovan that he begged me not to go
into the house and to avoid coming into contact with the people near the doorway.
The next morning, I started for Ballidichob, and learned upon the road that we should come to
a hut or cabin where four people had lain dead for six days. Upon arriving at the hut, the home
of Tim Harrington, we found this to be true. There lay the four bodies, and a fifth was soon to
die. On hearing our voices, the dying man tried to reach the door. He asked for drink or a fire to
warm himself, but fell in the doorway near death.
We next got to Skull, where Dr. Traill, the church leader for the county, whose humanity is
beyond all praise, showed us more indescribable horrors. In the street, from 300 to 500 women
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with money in their hands were seeking to buy food. A few of the government officers doled
out cornmeal to them. One of the women told me she had been standing there since daybreak.
"I Certainly Saw From 150 to 180 Funerals"
This food was in small amounts at high prices and came from a stock of just 50 tons for a
population of 27,000. This is less than four pounds per person, so that you may know there
were feelings of great disappointment in those waiting for their portion.
I certainly saw from 150 to 180 funerals for victims of starvation, where the living have lost all
sympathy for the dead. So hardened are the men regularly employed to remove the dead from
the workhouse that I saw one of them sitting on four coffins in a wagon, smoking with
enjoyment. The people also say that whoever escapes the fever will soon be sick because they
must walk past the dead, as they walk from three to six miles to work, and back again in the
evening, without a bit of food. Added to this they are, in a great number of instances, standing
in bogs and wet places which so affects them that many of the poor fellows have been known
to drop down at their work.
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Excerpt below from “Irish Immigrants” By Michael Stahl
www.readworks.org
“One thing Ireland is known for is its bright green, hilly landscape. When the Irish left their
homeland for what they thought would be greener pastures in America, they did so by boat.
Conditions were so poor on those vessels and the travel time was so long that the term
“coffin ship” was coined because a great number of Irish people died on the voyage across
the Atlantic Ocean. Those that survived were so poor that they had little choice but to stay in
whatever city the boat they traveled on docked at. The urban areas where they ended up
settling were very different from Ireland, for reasons beyond the geography and color of the
landscape. Though the Irish would quickly make up large portions of the populations of
major American cities, such as New York, Philadelphia, Baltimore, and Boston, where almost
half the people were new Irish immigrants, the locals treated them with much hostility.
Citizens of these areas felt a sense of entitlement to resources because they had been there
longer and were more “American” than the Irish.
The Irish were easy to pick out of a crowd, too. They spoke with heavy accents and brought
over a very different style of clothing than what most Americans wore
in those days. These characteristics, and the fact that many of them were uneducated
and untrained in any trade or business, made their new neighbors and countrymen scorn
them. Noticing the influx of people entering the cities, building owners reconfigured their
spaces, making smaller apartments out of bigger ones so as to accommodate more tenants.
The Irish had to pay for their housing out of wages from low‐paying jobs that required backbreaking work. Most of the Irish men, if they were able to get work at all, performed
physical labor. America was expanding and needed new roadways, railways, bridges,
tunnels, and canals. Many of the Irish immigrants took jobs in those industries as
well as in mining. Still, landlords overcharged Irish tenants for small living spaces that
often lacked ventilation and plumbing. Because money and food were so scarce, while
housing was so expensive, women also had to join in as a tremendous part of
the Irish workforce, taking servants’ jobs as housekeepers, nannies, and maids.
To make matters worse, when hard economic times hit portions of the country, the Irish were
the last to be employed. Many businesses that did need workers posted signs that said they
were hiring, but added “Irish need not apply” if they did not feel too desperate for laborers.
The sign became so widespread throughout the country that even when it was shortened
to just “INNA,” readers understood exactly what it meant.”
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Cartoon:

“NO IRISH NEED APPLY” Written by JOHN F. POOLE
I'm a dacint boy, just landed from the town of Ballyfad;
I want a situation: yis, I want it mighty bad.
I saw a place advartised. It's the thing for me, says I;
But the dirty spalpeen ended with: No Irish need apply.
Whoo! says I; but that's an insult -- though to get the place I'll try.
So, I wint to see the blaggar with: No Irish need apply.
I started off to find the house, I got it mighty soon;
There I found the ould chap saited: he was reading the TRIBUNE.
I tould him what I came for, whin he in a rage did fly:
No! says he, you are a Paddy, and no Irish need apply!
Thin I felt my dandher rising, and I'd like to black his eye-To tell an Irish Gintleman: No Irish need apply!
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I couldn't stand it longer: so, a hoult of him I took,
And I gave him such a welting as he'd get at Donnybrook.
He hollered: Millia murther! and to get away did try,
And swore he'd never write again: No Irish need apply.
He made a big apology; I bid him thin good-bye,
Saying: Whin next you want a bating, add: No Irish need apply!
Sure, I've heard that in America it always is the plan
That an Irishman is just as good as any other man;
A home and hospitality they never will deny
The stranger here, or ever say: No Irish need apply.
But some black sheep are in the flock: a dirty lot, say I;
A dacint man will never write: No Irish need apply!
Sure, Paddy's heart is in his hand, as all the world does know,
His praties and his whiskey he will share with friend or foe;
His door is always open to the stranger passing by;
He never thinks of saying: None but Irish may apply.
And, in Columbia's history, his name is ranking high;
Thin, the Divil take the knaves that write: No Irish need apply!
Ould Ireland on the battle-field a lasting fame has made;
We all have heard of Meagher's men, and Corcoran's brigade.*
Though fools may flout and bigots rave, and fanatics may cry,
Yet when they want good fighting-men, the Irish may apply,
And when for freedom and the right they raise the battle-cry,
Then the Rebel ranks begin to think: No Irish need apply

Video of “No Irish Need Apply” by Pete Seeger
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=F5SiLTPx9jM
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ANALYZING PRIMARY SOURCES
“Primary Sources: The Irish Potato Famine, Victims of the Great Hunger”
Examine: What do you see?
What details do you notice in this source? What is interesting?
Is there something you don’t understand?

Question: What other information do you need to
understand this source? What questions do you
have for further research?

Think: What can you infer from this document? Who
made it and when? Is it neutral or biased?

Draw Conclusions: Based on your background knowledge and the details in this
document, what conclusions can you draw about its historical period and the plight of
the Irish?
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No Irish Need Apply- Mediums of Communication
Poetry/Poem

Music Video

Cartoon
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Informative/Explanatory Writing Rubric
Purpose and Forms: “Informational/explanatory writing conveys information accurately. This kind of writing
serves one or more closely related purposes: to increase readers’ knowledge of a subject, to help readers better
understand a procedure or process, or to provide readers with an enhanced comprehension of a concept. ”
Informative/
Explanatory

Advanced
4
90-100

Proficient
3
70-89
Ideas, concepts and
information are
consistently clear, on
topic, and focused

Basic
2
60-69
Ideas, concepts and
information are
sometimes unclear,
off topic, or lack focus

Below Basic
1
50-59
Ideas, concepts and
information are
inconsistent, unclear,
off-topic or lack focus

Ideas, concepts and
information are
inconsistently
organized into
categories:

Ideas, concepts and
information are
inconsistently
organized into
categories:



Some use of
transitions
Inadequate
progression of
ideas from
beginning to end
Ineffective
introduction and
conclusion
Weak
connections
among ideas



Ideas/Purpose:
The writing is
focused and
conveys
information
accurately.



Organization:
The writing has a
clear and effective
organizational
structure creating
unity and
completeness.

Ideas, concepts and
information are
organized into clear
categories:

Ideas, concepts and
information are
organized into clear
categories:



Skillful and
varied use of
transitions
Logical
progression of
ideas from
beginning to end
Purposeful
introduction and
conclusion
Strong
connections
among ideas





Provides
comprehensive
support/evidence
for the main idea



Provides
adequate
support/evidence
for the main idea



Provides
inadequate
support/evidence
for the main idea



Provides little or
no
support/evidence
for the main idea



Presents wellchosen evidence
(sources, facts,
and details)





Skillfully
integrates
evidence with
correct citations



Uses some
irrelevant,
repetitive, or
inadequate
evidence
(sources, facts,
and details)
Limited
integration of





Uses relevant
evidence
(sources, facts,
and details)
Integrates
evidence from
sources with
generally correct
citations

Frequently uses
irrelevant,
repetitive, or
inadequate
evidence
(sources, facts,
and details)
Does not
integrate









Elaboration of
Evidence:
The topic is
developed and
supported with
evidence (i.e.,
relevant facts,
definitions,
concrete details,
quotations, or
other information
and examples).

Ideas, concepts
and information
are consistently
clear, on topic,
and focused
Ideas are
complex or welldeveloped







Appropriate use
of transitions
with some variety
Adequate
progression of
ideas from
beginning to end
Evident
introduction and
conclusion
Adequate
connections
among ideas
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Little or no use of
transitions
Confusing
progression of
ideas
Missing
introduction
and/or
conclusion
No connections
among ideas



Analyzes and
draws strong
conclusions from
evidence



Analyzes and
draws logical
conclusions from
evidence




Language and
Vocabulary:
The writing uses
precise and topicspecific language
and maintains a
formal/appropriate
style.







Conventions: The
writing
demonstrates a
command of
conventions and
assigned format.





Uses precise,
academic
language
Use of topicspecific
vocabulary is
clearly
appropriate for
the audience and
purpose
Establishes and
consistently
maintains a
formal/
appropriate style
Minimal
errors/patterns of
error in usage,
sentence
structure,
punctuation,
capitalization,
spelling and
format
Skillful use of
sentence
structure
enhances
meaning







Uses a mix of
precise with
more general
language
Use of topicspecific
vocabulary is
generally
appropriate for
the audience and
purpose
Establishes and
generally
maintains a
formal/
appropriate style

Minimal
errors/patterns of
error in usage,
sentence structure,
punctuation,
capitalization,
spelling, and format

evidence from
sources with
some attempt at
citations
Inconsistently
analyzes
evidence
Conclusions
drawn are
sometimes not
logical





Uses simplistic
language





Inconsistent use
of topic-specific
vocabulary





Lacks a
consistent
formal/
appropriate style

Frequent
errors/patterns of
error in usage,
sentence structure,
punctuation,
capitalization,
spelling, and format

©2016 MeTEOR Education and Center for College & Career Readiness. All rights reserved.
meteoreducation.com





evidence from
sources or lacks
citations
Fails to analyze
evidence
Conclusions
drawn are not
logical or are
missing

Uses limited or
vague language
Lacks topicspecific
vocabulary
Lack of formal/
appropriate style
shows little sense
of audience and
purposes

Severe errors/patterns
of error in usage,
sentence structure,
punctuation,
capitalization,
spelling, and format
interfere with
understanding

Parts of a Newspaper Article
Before you write your first draft, you should be aware of the parts that make up a news
report.
Headline or Title: The title of your news article should be catchy and to the point. You should
punctuate your title using AP style guidelines, which means a few things: the first word is
capitalized, but (unlike other styles) words after the first word are typically not. Of course,
you will capitalize proper nouns. Numbers are not spelled out.
Examples:




Lost dog finds his way home
Debate tonight in Jasper Hall
Panel chooses 3 essay winners

Byline: This is your name! The byline is the name of the writer.
Lead: The lead is the first paragraph, but it is written to provide a detailed preview of the
entire story. It summarizes the story and includes all of the basic facts. The lead will help
readers decide if they want to read the rest of the story, or if they are satisfied knowing these
details. For this reason, the lead may contain a hook.
The Story: Once you’ve set the stage with a good lead, you follow up with a well-written story
that contains facts from the story and quotes from the characters who were involved in the
scene. The article should not contain your opinions.
Detail any events in chronological order. Use active voice—avoid passive voice when
possible.
In a news article, you would typically put the most critical information in the early paragraphs
and follow with supporting information, background information, and related information.
You do not put a list of sources at the end of a news story.
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Ye Olde Irish Times

A Headline
Info here

December 20, 1847

NEWSPAPER TITLE

YOUR TITLE CAN GO RIGHT HERE

Test Title
Your text can go here.

Your text can go here.

Picture or Cartoon/

Test Title
Your text can go here.
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Newspaper Article Rubric

Student Name:

CATEGORY
Who, What,
When, Where &
How
Articles Purpose

Articles Supporting
Details
Articles - Interest

Format and
length

Spelling and
Proofreading

4

3

The article includes
all of the 5 W's
(who, what, when,
where and how).

The article
includes 3-4 of the
5 W's (who, what,
when, where and
how).
The article
The article
establishes a clear establishes a clear
purpose in the lead purpose in the lead
paragraph and
paragraph, but
demonstrates a
lacks a clear
clear
understanding of
understanding of
the topic.
the topic.
The details in the
The details in the
article are clear,
article are clear
effective, and vivid and pertinent 8090-100% of the
90% of the time.
time.
The article
The article
contains facts,
contains facts,
figures, and/or
figures, and/or
word choices that
word choices that
make the articles
make the articles
exceptionally
interesting to
interesting to
readers.
readers.
1 1/2+ pages.
1+ page. Typed,
Typed, double
double spaced, 1"
spaced, 1"
margins, Times
margins, Times
New Roman.
New Roman.
0-1 spelling,
2-3 spelling,
punctuation, or
punctuation, or
grammar errors.
grammar errors.

2

1

The article
addresses 2 of the
5 W's (who, what,
when, where and
how).
The article does
not establish a
clear purpose in
the lead
paragraph.

The article does
not include the 5
W’s and/or is a
summary of the
entire book.
The article is more
than 25% off-topic.

The details in the
article are clear
and pertinent 7080% of the time.

The details in more
than 30% of the
article are neither
clear nor pertinent.

The article
contains some
facts or figures but
is marginally
interesting to read.

The article does
not contain facts
or figures that
might make it
interesting to read.

3/4+ pages. Typed,
double spaced, 1"
margins, Times
New Roman.

Less than 3/4 page.
NOT typed, double
spaced, 1"
margins, Times
New Roman.
6+ spelling,
punctuation, or
grammar errors.

4-5 spelling,
punctuation, or
grammar errors.
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Letter Writing Rubric

25 Excellent

20 Good

Letter Parts



Has heading, date, 
greeting, body,
closing, and
signature.

Flow



Letter addresses
all issues of
significance
addressed in
instructions.
Letter is creative.
The letter is true to
the purpose of the
author.
There is a flow
from sender to
receiver and vice
versa.



Excellent
punctuation,
spelling, and
grammar with
fewer than three
errors.








Conventions








15 Developing

Has five of the six
letter parts.



Has four of the six
letter parts.



Has three or fewer
letter parts.

Letter addresses most
of issues of
significance.
Letter shows some
creativity.
The letter is mostly
true to the purpose of
the author.
There is some flow
from the sender to
receiver and vice
versa.



Letter addresses few
of the issues of
significance.
Letter shows little
creativity.
The letter is
somewhat true to
the purpose of the
author.
There is little flow
from sender to
receiver and vice
versa.



Letter addresses
none of the issues
of significance.
Letter is very stilted
and shows no
creativity.
The letter is not at
all true to the
purpose of the
author.
There is no flow
from sender to
receiver.

Punctuation,
spelling, and
grammar slightly
distract the reader
and interfere with
meaning.
There are ten errors
or less.








Very good

punctuation, spelling,
and grammar with
fewer than five errors.


Content






Message stated is
clear, precise, and
shows insight into
task.
Letter is three or
more paragraphs.
Letter encourages
a response from
the reader.





10 Unsatisfactory

Message is clear and 
demonstrates
understanding of

task.
Letter contains only
two paragraphs or
does not encourage a
response from the
reader.









Message is mostly

clear.
Letter is only one

paragraph in length.
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Punctuation,
spelling, and
grammar
significantly
distract the reader.
There are more
than ten errors.
Message is unclear
or disorganized.
Letter
demonstrates a
lack of
understanding of
the assignment.

Argumentative Essay Rubric
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